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(301) 504–1655; TTY-VOICE (301) 504–1743. 
Office hours are 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. In-
formation maintained in our electronic 
reading room can be accessed at http:// 
www.ars.usda.gov/is/foia/#Electronic. 

§ 3701.3 Requests for records. 
Requests for records of ERS under 5 

U.S.C. 552(a)(3) shall be made in accord-
ance with § 1.5 of this title and sub-
mitted to the FOIA Coordinator, Infor-
mation Staff, ARS, REE, USDA, Mail 
Stop 5128, 5601 Sunnyside Avenue, 
Beltsville, MD 20705–5128; Telephone 
(301) 504–1640 or (301) 504–1655; TTY- 
VOICE (301) 504–1743; Facsimile (301) 
504–1648; e-mail vherberger@ars.usda.gov 
or shutchison@ars.usda.gov. The FOIA 
Coordinator is delegated authority to 
make determinations regarding such 
requests in accordance with § 1.3(c) of 
this title. 

§ 3701.4 Multitrack processing. 
(a) When ERS has a significant num-

ber of requests, the nature of which 
precludes a determination within 20 
working days, the requests may be 
processed in a multitrack processing 
system, based on the date of receipt, 
the amount of work and time involved 
in processing the request, and whether 
the request qualifies for expedited 
processing. 

(b) ERS may establish as many proc-
essing tracks as appropriate; proc-
essing within each track shall be based 
on a first-in, first-out concept, and 
rank-ordered by the date of receipt of 
the request. 

(c) A requester whose request does 
not qualify for the fastest track may 
be given an opportunity to limit the 
scope of the request in order to qualify 
for the fastest track. This multitrack 
processing system does not lessen 
agency responsibility to exercise due 
diligence in processing requests in the 
most expeditious manner possible. 

(d) ERS shall process requests in 
each track on a ‘‘first-in, first-out’’ 
basis, unless there are unusual cir-
cumstances as set forth in § 1.16 of this 
title, or the requester is entitled to ex-
pedited processing as set forth in § 1.9 
of this title. 

§ 3701.5 Denials. 

If the FOIA Coordinator determines 
that a requested record is exempt from 
mandatory disclosure and that discre-
tionary release would be improper, the 
FOIA Coordinator shall give written 
notice of denial in accordance with 
§ 1.7(a) of this title. 

§ 3701.6 Appeals. 

Any person whose request is denied 
shall have the right to appeal such de-
nial. Appeals shall be made in accord-
ance with § 1.14 of this title and should 
be addressed as follows: Administrator, 
ERS, U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
Washington, DC 20250. 

§ 3701.7 Requests for published data 
and information. 

Published data and reports produced 
by ERS since 1996 are available on the 
ERS Web site at http:// 
www.ers.usda.gov. Searching on the 
website is available by topic, by title, 
or by date. The titles displayed in the 
search include ERS’s separately pub-
lished research reports as well as arti-
cles in ERS-produced periodicals. Full 
text of all the titles are available at no 
cost (usually in PDF Files). Printed 
copies and reports published before 1996 
(while supplies last) can be purchased 
from the ERS-NASS sales desk at the 
National Technical Information Center 
at 1–800–999–6779 (8:30 a.m.–5 p.m., East-
ern Standard Time, M-F). 
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PART 3800—ORGANIZATION AND 
FUNCTIONS 

Sec. 
3800.1 General. 
3800.2 Organization. 
3800.3 Functions. 
3800.4 Authority to act for the Chairperson. 

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 301 and 552, and 7 CFR 
2.72, except as otherwise noted. 

SOURCE: 53 FR 5358, Feb. 24, 1988, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 3800.1 General. 
The World Agricultural Outlook 

Board (WAOB) was established on June 
3, 1977, by Secretary’s Memorandum 
1920, entitled ‘‘World Food and Agricul-
tural Outlook and Situation Board.’’ 
The primary responsibility of WAOB is 
to coordinate and review all com-
modity and aggregate agricultural and 
food data and analyses used to develop 
outlook and situation material within 
the Department of Agriculture. 

§ 3800.2 Organization. 
The central and only office of WAOB 

is located in Washington, DC, and con-
sists of the Chairperson, Deputy Chair-
person, and supporting staff. 

§ 3800.3 Functions. 
The WAOB has four major areas of 

responsibility: 
(a) Agricultural outlook and situation. 

(1) Coordinate and review all crop and 
commodity data used to develop out-
look and situation material within the 
Department of Agriculture. 

(2) Oversee and clear for consistency 
of analytical assumptions and results, 
all estimates and analyses which sig-
nificantly relate to international and 
domestic commodity supply and de-
mand. This includes such estimates 
and analyses prepared for public dis-
tribution by the Foreign Agricultural 
Service, the Economic Research Serv-
ice, or by any other agency or office of 
the Department. 

(3) Participate in planning and devel-
oping research programs relating to 
improving the Department’s fore-
casting and estimating capabilities. 

(4) Provide liaison between the De-
partment and Commodity Futures 
Trading Commission to assure that the 

futures market serves the best interest 
of agriculture and the public. 

(5) Plan and participate in Depart-
mental, interdepartmental, regional 
and international outlook conferences 
and briefings, to maintain an aware-
ness of current and upcoming economic 
issues significant to the food and agri-
cultural system. 

(b) Interagency commodity estimates. (1) 
Establish Interagency Commodity Es-
timates Committees to bring together 
estimates and analyses from sup-
porting agencies and to develop official 
estimates of supply, utilization, and 
prices for commodities. 

(2) Review for consistency of analyt-
ical assumptions and results, all pro-
posed decisions made by the Inter-
agency Commodity Estimates Com-
mittee prior to any release outside the 
Department. 

(c) Weather and climate. (1) Serve as a 
focal point within the Department for 
coordination of weather, climate, and 
related crop monitoring activities. 

[53 FR 5358, Feb. 24, 1988, as amended at 79 
FR 44117, July 30, 2014] 

§ 3800.4 Authority to act for the Chair-
person. 

When the Chairperson is absent or 
temporarily unavailable, the Deputy 
Chairperson is authorized to act for the 
Chairperson. 

PART 3801—AVAILABILITY OF 
INFORMATION TO THE PUBLIC 

Sec. 
3801.1 General. 
3801.2 Public inspection, copying, and index-

ing. 
3801.3 Requests for records. 
3801.4 Denials. 
3801.5 Appeals. 
3801.6 Requests for published data and infor-

mation. 

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 301 and 552; 7 CFR 1.1– 
1.23 and Appendix A. 

SOURCE: 53 FR 5358, Feb. 24, 1988, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 3801.1 General. 
This part is issued in accordance 

with the regulations of the Secretary 
of Agriculture in §§ 1.1–1.23 of this title 
and Appendix A thereto, implementing 
the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 
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(5 U.S.C. 552), and governs the avail-
ability of records of the World Agricul-
tural Outlook Board (WAOB) to the 
public. 

§ 3801.2 Public inspection, copying, 
and indexing. 

5 U.S.C. 552(a)(2) requires that cer-
tain materials be made available for 
public inspection and copying and that 
a current index of these materials be 
published quarterly or otherwise be 
made available. WAOB does not main-
tain any materials within the scope of 
these requirements. 

§ 3801.3 Requests for records. 

Requests for records of WAOB shall 
be made in accordance with § 1.6 (a) and 
(b) of this title and addressed to: Eco-
nomics Agencies FOIA Officer, Eco-
nomics Management Staff, USDA, 
Room 4310, South Building, 12th and 
Independence Avenue SW., Washington, 
DC 20250. This official is delegated au-
thority to make determinations re-
garding such requests in accordance 
with § 1.3(a)(3) of this title. 

§ 3801.4 Denials. 
If the Economics Agencies FOIA Offi-

cer determines that a requested record 
is exempt from mandatory disclosure 
and that discretionary release would be 
improper, the Economics Agencies 
FOIA Officer shall give written notice 
of denial in accordance with § 1.8(a) of 
this title. 

§ 3801.5 Appeals. 
Any person whose request is denied 

shall have the right to appeal such de-
nial. Appeals shall be in accordance 
with § 1.6(e) of this title and addressed 
to the Chairperson, World Agricultural 
Outlook Board, U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture, Washington, DC 20250. 

§ 3801.6 Requests for published data 
and information. 

Information on published data, sub-
scription rates, and all WAOB pro-
grams is available from the Chair-
person, World Agricultural Outlook 
Board, U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
Washington, DC 20250. 

PARTS 3802–3899 [RESERVED] 
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